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TRIBUTE TO IRVING

places and called -for him in vain. He was carried to his
dressing-room and did not appear.

It was one thing to act Ivan with a foot in a plaster cast,
to act Karl Heinrich was quite another. In this char-
acter his feet were not only in evidence in trim boots,
but the spirit of youth seemed to spring from his dancing
heels. The doctor removed the cast on Sunday, but for-
bade him using his feet for several days. Mansfield
listened to the advice and did as he pleased.

The next evening he acted the young Prince in "Old
Heidelberg/' and those present saw an altogether remark-
able evidence of his reserved powers. His feet were prac-
tically leaden so far as agility was concerned, yet, such
resources of gesture and posture and litheness of the body
above the knees did he possess, that it was quite a new
Prince he acted for a few nights, though as apparently
youthful and buoyant and agile as ever.

During his last week at the New Amsterdam Sir Henry
Irving acted at the Harlem Opera House. On Friday
evening they had supper together in the company of other
friends, at the Plaza Hotel. They parted without reserva-
tion better friends than they had ever been. The next
day Irving sailed for England. They exchanged greet-
ings at Christmas, and the message of Irving's death came
the next autumn while Mansfield was studying "Don
Carlos." When representatives of the press asked for
some expression on the character of the English actor, he
looked up from the pages of Schiller's tragedy and re-
peated one line:

An atom of his soul had made a god of thee.

In the spring he went to San Francisco and appeared
fourteen times at the Columbia Theatre. He had noted was not at once apparent.
